178	.       LEARNING HOW TO DRESS
A need or desire for clothes interests some pupils in learn-
ing how to sew. Frequently children discover at an early age
that the ability to sew helps them to be better dressed on
less money than if all their clothes are bought ready-made.
Children also enjoy sewing for the fun of it, and to make
things to use in their play. At times the beauty of materials
or the desire to imitate what others are making intrigues them.
If they are interested, boys as well as girls should have oppor-
tunity to sew, making garments or at least repairing their own
clothes.
THE USE AND CARE OF CLOTHES ARE
INTERDEPENDENT
The use, care, and repair of clothes are so interwoven that
concepts of responsibility for each are best learned by having
experience with all of them daily, if possible. For example:
The child of six and seven views the weather and is helped
to dress accordingly. He is guided to remove his clothes care-
fully and hang them up to "take care of them/' The eight-
and nine-year-old learns to distinguish between work, play,
and school clothes and to wear them at the right time. He
learns to hang his clothes on hangers to help them keep their
shape, to sew on buttons, to clean and polish his shoes. He
begins to know differences .between fibers, and may study why
the fabrics of which different clothes are made affect one's
comfort in warm, cold, and stormy weather. The clothes
moth may be considered in correlation with housing studies
of where and how to keep clothes.
The ten- to twelve-year-olds may make experiments com-
paring cotton, linen, rayon, wool,, and silk fibers, to discover
why they are suitable for different seasons of the year and for-
different purposes.
SJboes, overshoes, and stockings bear thoughtful study.
Certain schools have set up kits for the repair of shoes and
rubl)ers? a»d have taught tie boys how to mend both kinds

